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S. RES. 389

Whereas the theme for National Alcohol
and Drug Addiction Recovery Month in 2021
is “Recovery is for Everyone: Every Person,
Every Family, Every Community’’;

Whereas more than 92,000 individuals in
the United States suffered a fatal alcohol or
drug overdose during 2020, an increase of ap-
proximately 30 percent as compared to 2019;

Whereas during the Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, increased isola-
tion and reduced or disrupted access to
treatment programs have contributed to an
increase in individuals reporting anxiety and
depressive disorders when compared to the
previous year, and 13 percent of Americans
reported starting or increasing substance
use;

Whereas, in 2019, there were approximately
21,000,000 individuals in the United States
aged 18 or older in recovery from alcohol and
drug addiction;

Whereas the estimated total cost to the
economy of prescription opioid misuse is
$78,500,000,000 annually, including the costs
of healthcare, lost productivity, and involve-
ment of the criminal justice system;

Whereas individuals with substance use
disorder may face stigma from health profes-
sionals, as well as friends and family;

Whereas it has been demonstrated that
stigma can be a barrier for individuals with
substance use disorder to accessing treat-
ment and engaging in recovery; and

Whereas peer-supported communities offer
individuals with substance use disorder bet-
ter success in recovery by addressing the
personal and emotional effects of addiction
and easing reintegration: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of education
for the prevention of substance use disorder;

(2) supports efforts to explore the means by
which integrated care, community, and sense
of purpose can lead to effective and sustain-
able treatment of substance use disorder;
and

(3) shows appreciation and gratitude for
family members, friends, and other individ-
uals who support individuals in recovery
from substance use disorder.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 390—EX-
PRESSING APPRECIATION FOR
THE STATE OF QATAR’S EF-
FORTS TO ASSIST THE UNITED
STATES DURING OPERATION AL-
LIES REFUGE

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mrs.
BLACKBURN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.:

S. RES. 390

Whereas thousands of United States citi-
zens, lawful permanent residents, vulnerable
Afghans, and their families sought refuge
following the Afghan Taliban’s takeover of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan;

Whereas the State of Qatar played a crit-
ical role in assisting the United States in
evacuating thousands of people from the rule
of the Afghan Taliban regime;

Whereas Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar served
as a central transportation hub for many
evacuees desperately seeking to exit Afghan-
istan; and

Whereas Secretary of Defense Lloyd J.
Austin stated, ‘“‘Qatar’s support for Oper-
ation Allies Refuge was indispensable to the
safe transit of Americans and U.S. personnel,
allies, partners and Afghans at special
risk.”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) thanks the State of Qatar for their piv-
otal role and support of Operation Allies Ref-
uge; and

(2) appreciates the State of Qatar’s support
to temporarily house thousands of evacuees
until they are cleared for follow-on move-
ment.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 391—EX-
PRESSING CONCERN ABOUT THE
RISE IN ILLICIT MINING AND
TRAFFICKING OF GOLD IN LATIN
AMERICA AND THE PERVASIVE
PROBLEM THAT SUCH MINING
POSES FOR THE SECURITY, STA-
BILITY, AND ENVIRONMENT OF
THE REGION

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. KAINE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.:

S. REs 391

Whereas during the 10-year period imme-
diately preceding the date of enactment of
this Resolution, Latin America has wit-
nessed an alarming increase in the illicit
mining and trafficking of gold and other val-
uable minerals;

Whereas illicit gold mining is a significant
challenge across Latin America, specifically
in the Andean and Amazonian regions,
where, according to the internationally rec-
ognized nongovernmental organization Glob-
al Initiative against Transnational Orga-
nized Crime—

(1) Venezuela leads the region with ap-
proximately 90 percent of the gold extracted
in that country being mined illicitly;

(2) Colombia and Ecuador closely follow
with approximately 80 percent of the gold ex-
tracted in those countries being mined illic-
itly; and

(3) nearly 30 percent of the gold extracted
in Bolivia and Peru is mined illicitly;

Whereas illicit gold mining involves the
extraction of gold in violation of the laws of
the country in which the activity occurs and
mostly takes place in remote geographic
areas with limited government presence,
leaving opportunities for transnational
criminal organizations to exploit this prac-
tice to generate billions of dollars in illicit
profits to bolster their strength and long-
term viability;

Whereas the profits derived from illicit
gold mining have become a leading source of
the illicit financial activities in the region,
surpassing the profits generated by coca and
cocaine production in recent years;

Whereas transnational criminal organiza-
tions use illicit gold trafficking as a mecha-
nism to launder profits from other illicit ac-
tivities, which frequently threatens the na-
tional security of the United States and un-
dermines legal international trade by com-
promising the lawful gold supply chain and
exploiting the United States financial sys-
tem for illegal gain;

Whereas the presence of transnational
criminal organizations in mining and trading
chains of gold and other valuable minerals
profoundly threatens the safety, security,
and cultural integrity of indigenous commu-
nities across Latin America;

Whereas illicit gold mining often dev-
astates the environment and is destructive
to rural and indigenous communities since it
violates legal standards and safety require-
ments and often involves the illegal use of
mercury, a potent toxin that, when used im-
properly, contaminates water supplies in the
areas surrounding illicit mining sites, and
can result in acute and long-term poisoning
in people;
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Whereas the recent activities associated
with illicit gold mining include cutting down
rainforests and creating pools of stagnant
water, which contribute to the spread of
mosquitoes and insect-borne disease, incit-
ing an epidemic of malaria in Venezuela at
levels not seen in the past 75 years;

Whereas in May 2016, former President of
Peru, Ollanta Humala, declared a 60-day
emergency in the Madre de Dios region near
Peru’s southeastern border with Brazil in an
attempt to curb high levels of mercury poi-
soning of residents due to the impacts of il-
licit gold mining;

Whereas, on February 24, 2016, the authori-
tarian government of Nicolas Maduro in
Venezuela enacted a decree that announced a
new legal framework for open mining under
the name of ‘“‘Orinoco Mining Arc” as a
means to diversify the regime’s cash flow, an
action done without the approval of the
democratically elected National Assembly,
as required by Venezuela’s Constitution;

Whereas the Orinoco Mining Arc decree
can impact the mercury content in waters in
southern Venezuela and devastate the unique
ecosystems of the Amazon, including World
Heritage Site Canaima National Park, which
is the ancestral land of the Pemon indige-
nous people and where at least 59 mining
sites have been detected;

Whereas corruption and the weak rule of
law in Venezuela has allowed transnational
criminal organizations, drug trafficking or-
ganizations, insurgent groups, and other
armed groups to control and financially ben-
efit from illicit mining operations, many of
which have exerted control over different
parts of the Orinoco Mining Arc region and
beyond, such as Yapacana National Park and
the Alto Orinoco-Casiquiare Biosphere Re-
serve, home to indigenous communities of 17
ethnic groups, including the Yanomami and
Ye’kuana tribes;

Whereas, according to the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies, more than
500,000 workers are involved in mining oper-
ations in Venezuela, of whom—

(1) approximately 45 percent are underage;
and

(2) the majority are from indigenous com-
munities who were coerced into working
through threats of violence;

Whereas the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development, in a Sep-
tember 2021 report, expressed concern that
the flow of all the gold produced within Ven-
ezuela, which is estimated to total as much
as 75 tons per year, with a market value of
more than $4,400,000,000, has a high risk of
contributing to serious human rights abuses,
direct or indirect support for non-state
armed groups, corruption, money laundering,
and tax evasion;

Whereas Executive Order 13850, which was
issued on November 1, 2018, sanctioned indi-
viduals involved in illicit gold operations
that propped up the illegitimate regime of
Nicolas Maduro;

Whereas the United States signed Memo-
randums of Understanding with the govern-
ments of Peru and Colombia in 2017 and 2018,
respectively, in an effort to combat illicit
mining and minimize its negative impacts:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses deep concern about the threat
that illicit gold mining in Latin America
poses for the security, stability, and environ-
ment of the region;

(2) recognizes the threat that illicit gold
mining in Latin America poses for the na-
tional security of the United States;

(3) supports the rights of the rural and in-
digenous populations that have been deeply
affected by illicit gold mining practices in
the region;



September 28, 2021

(4) supports the efforts of the United
States Government to expand bilateral co-
operation with the governments of Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru to combat illicit gold
mining;

(5) condemns the Maduro regime for di-
rectly and indirectly facilitating illicit min-
ing of gold and other minerals in Venezuela;

(6) denounces the Maduro regime’s involve-
ment in illicit mining practices in the Ama-
zonas and Bolivar states, which have led to
human rights abuses, destruction of indige-
nous social fabric, deforestation, habitat
loss, environmental degradation, and a rise
in cases of malaria and other related diseases
in Venezuela;

(7) calls for better regional and inter-
national coordination among government
and industry actors to monitor and mitigate
the environmental, human rights, and secu-
rity risks posed by gold flows out of Ven-
ezuela; and

(8) encourages efforts to promote legal,
regulated, and sustainable mining practices
in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and
Venezuela after democratic order is restored.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 392—RECOG-

NIZING AND SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-

TIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCE
WEEK
Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-

STEIN, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. WARNOCK)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 392

Whereas the Senate is committed to the
use of forensic science in the investigation of
crimes, the prosecution and conviction of the
correct perpetrators of crimes, and the exon-
eration of innocent individuals falsely ac-
cused of crimes in the United States;

Whereas forensic science service providers
address critical questions in civil and crimi-
nal investigations and trials in the United
States, including by providing scientific con-
clusions relating to forensic evidence;

Whereas forensic science service providers
partner with—

(1) Federal agencies to build and maintain
criminal databases relating to latent prints,
DNA, and other information relevant to
criminal cases; and

(2) Federal, State, and local agencies to en-
sure public safety;

Whereas forensic science service providers
serve a vital role in the criminal justice sys-
tem by providing scientific information to
investigators and officers of the court; and

Whereas the fourth week in September 2021
is recognized as ‘‘National Forensic Science
Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Forensic Science Week; and

(2) recognizes that National Forensic
Science Week provides a special opportunity
for—

(A) forensic science service providers to—

(i) acknowledge the contributions of foren-
sic scientists in the laboratories in which
those individuals work;

(ii) organize community events to encour-
age a better understanding of forensic
science;

(iii) provide tours to Federal, State, and
local policymakers to assist those individ-
uals in gaining better insight into the cur-
rent capabilities of forensic science service
providers and the future demands that foren-
sic science service providers will face; and

(iv) contact and invite local media outlets
to cover events hosted during National Fo-
rensic Science Week;
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(B) local policymakers to—

(i) recognize, through formal commenda-
tion or resolution, the contributions of local
forensic science laboratories to the commu-
nities of those policymakers;

(ii) formally declare the fourth week of
September 2021 to be ‘‘National Forensic
Science Week’ by proclamation;

(iii) wvisit local forensic science labora-
tories to gain an understanding of the capa-
bilities and needs of those laboratories; and

(iv) discuss the operational needs of State
and local forensic science laboratories;

(C) individuals in the United States, in-
cluding members of the media, to—

(i) attend community events sponsored by
local forensic science laboratories;

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories; and

(iii) ask local forensic science laboratories
about the operational and legislative needs
of those laboratories;

(D) members of the media to highlight
local news stories that focus on the work of
local forensic science laboratories in the
communities that those laboratories serve;
and

(E) public safety officers, law enforcement
officers, and officers of the court to—

(i) attend community events sponsored by
local forensic science laboratories;

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories;

(iii) discuss the operational needs of State
and local forensic science laboratories; and

(iv) engage with local forensic science lab-
oratories about working together more effec-
tively.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 393—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2021 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-

JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 393

Whereas approximately 296,000 individuals
in the United States live with spinal cord in-
juries, which cost society billions of dollars
in health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 17,900
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 individuals with
spinal cord injuries are veterans;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries;

Whereas nearly half of all spinal cord inju-
ries to individuals 30 years of age or younger
occur as a result of a motor vehicle accident;

Whereas the average remaining years of
life for individuals living with spinal cord in-
juries has not improved significantly since
the 1980s;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for individuals with spinal cord
injuries, enhancing the quality of life of indi-
viduals with spinal cord injuries, and ulti-
mately curing paralysis: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2021 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month”’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;
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(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis and their families;
and

(56) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States who are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I have
a request for 7 committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
September 28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING
OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
closed briefing.
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